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Peace: Week 7  
“Peace Together” 

 

Leadership Coaching 
This content will help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we 
will include concepts/challenges/resources to assist you in facilitating group discussion.   

Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
The focus of this week’s passage is the contrast between wisdom from above and wisdom 
from below. Here we learn that only the wisdom from above makes it possible for us to 
have peace with God and with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Our sin nature is an 
obstacle to this peace, so we must be ever alert to the bitter envy and selfish ambition 
that brings division and confusion into our lives and the lives of others.  

The Group guide has an exercise that will help you examine different areas of your life 
that are governed by “wisdom from below.” Do the exercise with at least one area of your 
life this week. Use these “wisdom from below” terms and comments from verse 14 to help 
you dig deep into your heart and expose your true motives. 

• Selfish ambition: It’s easy to go on an ego trip under the guise of spiritual zeal. 

• Strife: The Greek word used here describes a politician canvassing for votes in a self-
seeking way. 

• Boasting: When you give a “praise report”, to whom are you ascribing glory—man or 
God? 

• Deceit: Look at the progression—selfish ambition can lead to self-seeking, which can 
lead to boasting, which can lead to lies. 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
Note that last week and this week, we have moved away from the story approach. We 
will return again as texts support this approach. Facilitate the discussion, then lead the 
group through the exercise in the Group guide. There are a few ways you can set this up. 
Use the one that you think would work best for the people in the group (their comfort level, 
the level of trust, etc.) and the environment in which you meet. 

• Option 1: Each individual can choose and work through an area of their life. 

• Option 2: Divide the group into sub-groups. Let them choose an area of life and to 
work through together. 

• Option 3: Let the entire group choose an area of life to work through together. 
Everyone must participate. 

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to journal the daily readings, memorize and meditate on this week’s 

memory passage. Keep in mind that leaders guide must be customized to fit you. 

• Note that # of questions are provided to allow variety in discussion. Use as needed. 

• Contact the group members who are struggling. Pray with them and for them over the 
phone or in person. Ask the group to pray for one another throughout the week.  
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

How would you describe the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 

Read the text This week’s passage is James 3:13-18 [2 min] 

Discussion [15 min] 

• What is the origin of “wisdom from below”? What is the origin of “wisdom from above?” 
Why does the origin matter? 

• How does “wisdom from below” manifest itself? [v. 14] How does “wisdom from above” 
manifest itself? [v. 17] 

• What are the results of “wisdom from below”? [v. 16] What are the results of “wisdom 
from above?” [v. 18] 

• Share a person in your life who exhibits “wisdom from above.” How does their behavior 
impact the lives of those around them? How did this person become wise?  

• Share a person in your life who exhibits “wisdom from below.” How does their behavior 
impact the lives of those around them? Have you prayed for this person? Have you 
shared the gospel with this person? 

Reflection Activity [25 min] 

In this reflection activity we’re going to identify the “wisdom from below” in our lives. 

• Choose an area of your life that not only lacks peace but where you are the source of 
that lack: home, church, school, work, social circle, sports team, etc. 

• How does the lack of peace manifest itself in this area of your life? How does it impact 
you? How does it impact others? How does it impact your relationship with God? 

• Read the passage again and identify the “wisdom from below” you are bringing into 
the situation. 

• Identify the “wisdom from above” from the passage that would be most impactful to 
bring peace to this area of your life. 

• What is hindering you from using this “wisdom from above” in this area of your life? 

• You can only change through the power of the indwelling Spirit. Ask God to show you 
the way forward so you can begin to discard “wisdom from below” and replace it with 
“wisdom from above.” Remember that: 

o Jesus is our wisdom (Colossians 2:3) 
o The word of God is our wisdom (2 Timothy 3:15) 
o We can find wisdom in prayer (James 1:5) 

Closing [3 min] 
• Next week will we replace the story with a fuller discussion on the sermon text. 

Everyone should read and meditate on Revelation 1:4-8. [1 min] 
• As you close in prayer everyone should share how they want the group to pray for 

them this week. [2 min] 
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